
., ZONING ·ORDINANCE - :

FOR 

THE TOWN OF MIDLAND CITY, ALABAMA 

I -
I 

I -==-

8 � 
r n 1 1=, l,_ -

----· -;;: 

WAT'Dt STREtT 

II " 
' &, 

I 

I 

I 

I 



ZONING ORDINANCE FOR THE TOWN' OF MIDLAND CITY 

ARTICLE I 
101. 

ARTICLE IT 
201. 
202. 
203. 

ARTICLE Ill 
301. 

ARTICLE IV 
ARTICLE V 

501. 
502. 
503. 

ARTICLE VI 
601. 
602. 
603. 
604. 
605. 
606. 

ARTICLE VII 
70 I. 
702. 
703. 
704. 

ARTICLE VIII

ARTICLE IX 
901. 
902. 

ARTICLE X 
1001. 
1002. 
1003. 

ARTICLE XI 
110 l. 
1102. 
1103. 
1104. 
1105. 
1106. 
1107. 
1108. 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

CLASSIFICATION AND ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS 
TYPF.S Of DISTRICTS 
OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 
ADOPTION AND ATTESTATION 
AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 
REPLACING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 
DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 
RULES FOR INTERPRETATION 
NEWLY ANNEXED TERRITORY 
APPLICATION OF REGULATIONS 
REQUIREMENT FOR CONFORMANCE 
YARD REQUlREMENTS MUST BE MET BY EACH INDIVIDUAL LOT 
REQUIREMENT FOR USE Of PUBLIC WATER & SEWER 
RF.SIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 
A-C DISTRICTS
R-D DISTRICTS
R-1 DISTRICTS
R-2 DISTRICTS
R-3 DISTRICTS
M-H DISTRICTS
BUSINESS DISTRICTS
C-1 DISTRICT
C-2 DISTRICTS
M-1 DISTRICT
D-n DISTRICTS
SPECIFIC DISTRICT REGULATIONS
TRANSITION ZONES
ESTABLISHMENT OF ZONES
REGULATIONS
SUPPLEMENTARY USE REGULATIONS
FLOOD HAZARD AREAS
PROTECTION STANDARDS 
SATELLITE DISHES AND RECEIVERS 
SUPPLEMENTAL AREA REGULATIONS 
SMALL LOTS 
REDUCED LOT AREA 
VISIBILITY AT INTERSECTIONS 
PORCHES 
PROJECTING ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES 
FIRE ESCAPES 
FUTURE STREET LINES 
CARPORTS 



ARTICLE XII 
1201. 
1202. 

ARTICLE XIII 
1301. 
1302. 
1303. 
1304. 
1305. 

1306. 
1307 
1308. 

ARTICLE XIV 
ARTICLE XV 

1501. 
1502. 
1503. 
1504. 

ARTICLE XVI 
1601. 
1602. 
1603. 

ARTICLE XVII 
1701. 
1702. 
1703. 
1704. 
1705. 
1706. 
1707. 

ARTICLE XVIII 
ARTICLE XIX 
ARTICLE XX 
ARTICLE XXI 
ARTICLE XXII 

SIGNS 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 
SIGNS IN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 
NON-CONFORMITIES 
INTENT 
NON-CONFORMING LOTS OF. RECDRO. 
NON-CONFORMING USES OF LAND 
NON-CONFORMING STRUCTURES 
NON-CONFORMING USES OF STRUCTURES OR OF STRUCTURES 
AND PREMISES IN COMBINATION 
REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE 
USES UNDER SPECIAL EXCEPTION NOT NON-CONFORMING USES 
CESSATION 
DEFINITIONS 
ZONING ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 
ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS 
DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE ZONING ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 
DUTIES OF THE TOWN CLERK UNDER THIS ORDINANCE 
INTERPRETATION OF . ORDINANCE 
AMENDMENTS 
AMENDMENT POLICY 
LIMIT A TIO NS ON PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
AMENDMENT PROCEDURE 
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
ESTABLISHMENT 
MEMBERSHIP 
RULES 
MEETINGS 
DECISIONS 
POWERS OF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
PROCEDURE FOR REQUESTING A HEARING 
SEPARABILITY 
VIOLATIONS AND PENAL TIES 
REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
PUBLICATION AND EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDINANCES 

CERTIFICATION AND ATTESTATION 



ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN .Qi MIDLAND CITY, ALABAMA 

0 RD I NANCE NUMB E R 88-08-01

An Ordinance of t he Mayor and Town Coun cil of Mid land City, 
Alabama, p ursuant to the authority granted by the laws of the 
State of Alabama prov iding for t he establishment of zoning 
districts within the corporate limits of the Town of Midland 
City ,  A labam a ,  and to regulate the uses of land therein: 
adopting general zoning regulations; ad opting a map for the 
purpose of defining boundaries of said districts; describing 
zoning regulations in said districts, providing for rezoning and 
granting of spe cial exem p tions and variances; specifying the 
density of pop u lation and the location and use of buildings, 
structures, and land for trade, industry, residences, and other 
purposes, and re gu lating the size of  bui ldin gs and other 
structures, the percentage of lot that may be occupied, the size 
of yards, courts, and other open spaces; establishing a Board of 
Adjustment; providing penalties for violation; providing remedies 
for enforcement hereon; and to repeal all conflicting ordinances. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
MIDLAND CITY IN COUNCIL CONVENED AS FOLLOWS: 

ARTICLE I. CLASSIFICATION AND ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS 

101. TYPES OF DISTRICTS.
For thepurposes of this ordinance, the Town of Midland City

is hereby divided into the following types of districts: 

A-C Districts:
R-D Districts:
R-1 Districts:
R-2 Districts:
R-3 Districts:
M-H Districts:
C-1 District:
C-2 Districts:
M-1 Districts:
D-D Districts:

Agricultural Districts 
Residential Development Districts 
Low Density Single Family Residential Districts 
One-to-four Family Residential Districts 
Mu lti-family Residential Districts 
Mobile Home Distr-icts 
Central Business District 
Highway Business Districts 
Industrial-Manufacturing Districts 
Development Districts 

ARTICLE I I. OFFICIAL ZONING MAP. 

201. ADOPTION AND ATTESTATION
--The variOUS zoni ng districts and t he boundaries of such

districts are shown upon the Official Zoning Map of the Town of 
M i d l and Ci t y , 1 9 8 8 , w h i ch ma p toge the r w i th a 1 1 i n f o rm at i on s how n 
thereon, is adopted by reference and hereby made a part of this 
Ordinance. 

The Official Zoning Map shall be identified by the signature 
of the Mayor attested by the Town Clerk; and bearing the seal of 
the Town under the fo llowing words: "This is to certify that 
this is the Of ficial Zoning Map referred to in A.rticle II of 



0 r d i n a n c e N u m b e r B.&:0.8.=Q.1 o f t h e T o w n o f M i d 1 a n d C i t y , A 1 a b a m a " 
together with the aate-of the adoption of this ordinance. 

202. AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP
-- When, ina'ccordance with the()rovisions of this Ordinance
and Title 37 of the Alabama Code, ch anges are made in district
boundaries or other matter portrayed on the Official Zoning Map,
such changes shall be entered on the Official Zoning Map promptly 
after the ammendment has been approved by the Town Council, with
an entry on the Official Zoning Map as follows: "On (date), by
official action of the Town Counci 1, the following change(s) were
made in the Official Zoning Map: (brief description of nature of 
change)," which entry shall be signed by the Mayor and attested 
by the Town Clerk. No amendment to this ordinance which involves
matter port r a yed on t he Official Zoning Map shall become
effective un til after such change and entry has been made on said
map.

The Official Zoning Map, properly attested shall be kept on 
file at the office of the Town Clerk and made accessible to the 
public during normal of fice hours. Regardless of any copies of 
t h e O f f i c i a l Z o n i n g M a p w h i <!h m a y e x i s t , t h e O f f i c i a 1 Z o n i n g M a p 
is the final authority as to the cur rent zoning status of all 
land and water areas, buildings and other structures in the Town. 

203. REPLACING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP
-- When, because of the number oTchanges and additions, or
because of damage or loss of the Official Zoning Map, it becomes
necessary, the Town Council may adopt by resolution, a new
Official Zoning Map. The new Official Zoning Map shall be
identified by the signature of the Mayor attested by the Town
Clerk, and bearing the seal of the Town under the following
words: "This is to certify that this Official Zoning Map
supersedes, and replaces the Official Zoning Map adopted (date of 
adoption of map being replaced) as part of Ordinance No. 88-08-0lof 
the Town of Midland City, Alabama.

The prior Official Zoning Map or any significant parts 
remaining if it has been partially damaged, shall be preserved, 
to g e t h e r w i t h a l 1 r e c o rd s p e rt a i n·i n g t o i ts a do pt i o n o r 
amendment. 

ARTICLE III DISTRICT BOUNDARIES. 

301. Where uncertainty exists as to the boundaries of districts
a°sshown on the Official Zoning Map, the following rules shall
apply:

301.1 Boun da ries indicated a s  a pproximately following 
platted lot lines shall be construed as  following such lot 
lines; 
301.2 Boundaries indicated as approximately following the 
center lines of streets, highways, or alleys shall be 
construed to follow such center lines; 
301.3 Boundaries indicated as  following railroad lines 
shaTT be construed to be midway between the main tracks; 



301.4 Boundaries indicated as approximately following City 
Limits shall be _construed as following such City Limits; 
301.5 Boundaries indicated as approximately following the 
center lines of streams, rivers, canals, lakes, or other 
bodies of wa ter shall be construed to fo llow such center 
lines. 
301.6 Boundaries indicated as parallel to or extensions of 
features indicated in subsections 1 through 5 above shall be 
so cons.trued. Di stances not specifically indicated on the 
Official Zoning Map shall be determined by the scale of the 
map; 
301.7 Where physical or cultural features existing on the 
ground are at variance with those shown on the Official 
Zoning Map, or in other circumstances not covered by 
subsections 1 through 6 above, the Board of Adjustment shall 
interpret the district boundaries. 
3 0 1 • 8 W h e r e a d i s t r i c t b o u n d a r y 1 i n e d i v i d e s a 1 o t w h i c h· 
was in sing le ownership at the tim e  of passage of this 
ordinance, the Board of Adjustment may permit, as a special 
exception, the extension of the regulations for either 
portion of the lot not to exceed 50 feet beyond the district 
line into the remaining portion of the lot. 

ARTICLE IV. NEWLY ANNEXED TERRITORY. 

401. Any territory hereafter annexed by the Town of Midland City
shall be zone d A-C unt i l  changed by an amendment to this
ordinance as provided by law.

ARTICLE V. APPLICATION OF REGULATIONS 

501. REQUIREMENT FOR CONFORMANCE 
-- Except as herefnafter provided, no building or land shal l 
hereafter be used or occupied and no building or part thereof 
shall be errected, moved, or altered unless in conformity with 
the regulations herein specified for the district in which it is 
located. 

No building shall hereafter be errected or altered to house 
a greater number of families, or to have narrower or smaller 
front, side, and rear yards than are specified for the district 
in which such building is located. 

502. YARD REQUIREMENTS MUST BE MET BY EACH INDIVIDUAL LOT .
-- No �rt o f a yard re q u Tr eY-a b o u �n y bu i l di n g 7o r the
purpose of complying with the provisions of this ordinance shall
be included as a part of a yard similarly required for another
building.

503. filUIREMENT FOR USE OF PUBLIC WATER & SEWER IF AND WHEN
AVAILABLE

All struc tures requiring wat er service  and producing 
wastewater in any degree shall be required to use public water 
and sewer facilities if and when such facilities are available. 



In any instance where public water and sewage facilities are not 
available, private wells and septic tanks may be used provided 
that they conform with the requirements of the Dale County Health 
Department as to depth, construction requirements and lot size 
required. Evidence of Health Departme nt approval wil l  be 
required in all such instances prior to issuance of a Certificate 
of Zoning Compliance or Building Permit. 

ARTICLE VI. RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 

601. A-C DISTRICTS: AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION DISTRICTS
-- These districts are composed of unsubdivided lands that are
vacant or in agricultural or forestry uses, with some dwellings
and some accessory uses. The regulations are designed to protect
the essentially rural and agricult ural character of t hese
districts by prohibiting the establishment of scattered uses that
are unrelated to the general agricultural nature of the district
and will take out of production the most fertile and productive
farmland. Land in these districts is required to be reclassified
to the appropriate development, residenti al, commercial, or
manufacturing category in accordance with the Amendment Procedure
set forth herein whenever such land is subdivided ·into building
sites, whether resid�ntial, commercial, or manufacturing.

6 0 2 • ·. R+JO'}:;DxU:$;Jf;iff,IC'{D}St; R ES I D E NT I AL D EV E L O PM E N T D I ST R I CT S 
-- The ·s e ' d r··s t r'•tc t s a r e l n a r e a s i m m e d i a t e 1 y a a j a C e n t t 0
developed residential areas of Midland City. They are the areas 
most accessible to utili ty service and mos t cost effective to 
devel op as future residential locations� A variety of housing 
types and densities may be allowed in these areas provided that 
they meet the performance standards and design criteria otitlined 
in Article VI II. The di strict regulations are designed to 
protect the residential character of these areas by prohibiting 
all commercial and industrial activities; to encourage a suitable 
neighborhood environment for family life by including among the 
permitted uses such facilities as scho ols and churches. These 
districts are designe d to give maxim um flexibility for 
develnpment and thus should not be rezoned to another designation 
without clear and convincing evidence that development conditions 
have changed in the district in question. 

6, 0 3 • R -1 0 I S T R I C T S : S I N G L E - F A M I L Y R E S I D E N T I A L D I S T R I C T S • 
-- These-dTitr1cts are composed of a reas containing single
family dwellings and open areas where similar residential 
d e v e 1 o p m e n t i s p 1 a n n e d t o o c c u r • T h e d i s t r i c t r e g u l a t i o n s· a r e

designed to protect the residential character of these areas by 
p r o h i b i t i n g a l 1 c o-m m e r c i a l a n d i n du s t r i a 1 a c t i v i t i es ; to 
encourage a suitable neighborhood environment for family life by 
including among·the permitted uses such facilities as schools and 
churches, and to preserve the openness of the areas by requiring 
certain minimum yard and area standards to be met. 



604. R-2 DISTRICTS:0NE-TO-F0UR FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS.
These districts are composed of areas containfng a ·mixture

of one-family to four-family dwellings and open areas where 
similar residential development is planned to occur. The 
district regulations are designed to protect the residential 
character o f  the areas b y  prohibiting all com mercial and 
manu facturing activities, to encourage a suitable neighborhood 
environment for family life by including among the permitted uses 
such facilities as  schools and churches; a nd to preserve the 
openness of the areas by requiring certain minimum yard and area 
standards to be met. The standards for R-2 districts are minimum 
standards, and should not be construed as  prohibiting single
family residential dwellings which fulfil the requirements of a 
R-1 district.

605 .• R-3 DISTRICTS: MULTIPLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS. 
T�ese �fstrfcts are composed of areas containing or planned 

to contain only multiple-family rental dwellings with five or 
more dwelling units. The district regulations are designed to 
protect the residential character of the areas by prohibiting all 
commercial and manufacturing activities, to encourage a suitable 
neighborhood environment for family life by including among the 
permitted u ses such facilities as schools and churches; to 
prevent overcrowding of the land by requiring certain minimum 
y a r d a n d o t h e r o p e n s p a c e s f o r a l l b u 1 . 1  d i n g s ; a n d t o a v o i d 
excessive population density by requiring a certain minimum lot 
area for each dwelling unit. 

606. M-H Districts: Mobile Home Districts
T he s e di s t r i c t s a r e c o m p o s e d o f a r e a s w h i c h c o n t a i n , o r a r e

planned to contain only mo bile home s, wh ether in mobile home 
subdivisions on individually owned lots or in mobile home parks 
on rented lots. Mobile homes can only be located in M-H 
districts unless a temporary exception is allowed by the Board of 
Adjustment. 

ARTICLE VII. BUSINESS DISTRICTS 

701. C-1 DISTRICT: CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT.
--- fhfs-cfTsTrTct cons1sts<lf-Che central,-almos t entirely
built-up downtown section of the Town. Few buildings have front
yards and many cover their entire sites. The primary purposes of
structures in this district will be retail sales, personal and
professional services, entertainme nt, and public services and
facilities. Wholesaling and warehousing is limited to that which
is accessory to a principal retail use. The district regulations
are designed to permit the development and redevelopment of the
district as the focus of the commercial activities of the Midland
City trade area.



702. C-2 DISTRICTS: HIGHWAY BUSINESS DISTRICTS
Th e s e d1 s t r r C t s a r e· C O m p O s e d O f 1 a n d a n d s t r u C tu r es O C Cu pi e d 

by or suitable for furnishing the retail goods, such as groceries 
and household needs of the ·surrounding residential neighborhoods. 
Restaurants and personal and professional service businesses are 
permitted in these areas. The district regulations are designed 
to permit the development of the districts for their purpose and 
to protect the a butting and surrounding residential areas by 
requiring c ertain mi nimum yard and a rea s tandards to be me t, 
standards that are comparable to those called for in residential 
districts. 

703. M-1 DISTRICTS: INDUSTRIAL-MANUFACTURING DISTRICTS
-- These d1str1cts are composed of land and structures used for
manufacturing, processing, assembly, and related activities, or
warehouse and wholesale establishments, or suitable and planned
for such use. Located for convenient access from existing and
future arterial thoroughfares and railway lines, these districts
are in many instances separated from residential areas by
commercial areas or by natural barriers; where they are adjacent
to residential areas, some type of artificial separation will be
required. The district regulations are designed to permit the
development of the district for all industrial uses, subject to
the minimum regulations necessary for the mutual protection of
the various uses.

704. D-D DISTRICTS: DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS
-- Thes e d 1 s t r 1 c t s c o n s 1 s t o f p r i m a r i 1 y u n d e v e 1 o p e d p r o p e r t y
adjacent to ma jo r highwa ys. They a re i ntended to provide an
opportunity for a variety of land uses which will be controlled
through performance zoning to protect adjoining land uses while
encouraging developmen t  of land to its highest and best use.
These di stricts can b e  deve lop e d  for commercial , light
industrial, or  residential uses with varying controls on each
type of use. A breakdown of the various land use intensities and
performance criteria can be found in Article VIII. These
districts are designed to give maximum flexi bility for
development and thus should not be rezoned to another designation
without clear and convincing evidence that development conditions
have changed in the district in question.

ARTICLE VIII. SPECIFIC DISTRICT REGULATIONS 

801. District regulations shall be as  set forth in the schedule
ofdi strict regulations as seen in tabular form on the following
p a g e s • Ad d i t i o n a 1 g ·u i d a n c e a s t o t h e u s e s w h i c h m a y b e a 1 1 o w e d
in specific districts may be found in Appendix I.



Requirement 

Classes of uses permitted 
By Right 

By Exception 

Classes of uses prohibited 

Minimum Lot Size 

Floor Area Ratio 

Minimum Setback 
Front 
Rear 
Side 

Maximum Lot Coverage 

Off-street Parking Required 

Note: 

RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 

R-1 R-2 R-3

Single-family One-to-four family Multi-family only 

Schoo 1 s 
Churches 
Non-commercial 
recreational facil
ities & clubs 

Mobile homes 
Any commercial 
or industrial use 
except home-based 
business where no 
noise, odor, or 
excessive traffic 
is generated 

30 ft. 
10 ft. 
10 ft. 

25% 

2/unit 

Schools 
Churches 
Non-commerci a 1 
recreational facil
ities & clubs 

Mobile homes 
Any commercial 
or industrial use 
except home-based 
business where no 
noise, odor, or 
excessive traffic 
is generated 

10,000 sq.ft.-1 
fa mi 1 y, 25 00 sq.ft. 
each thereafter 

25 ft. 
8 ft. 
8 ft. 

40% 

2/unit 

Schools 
Churches 
Non-commeri cal 
recreational facil
ities & clubs 

Mobile homes 
Any commercial 
or industrial use 
except home-based 
business where no 
noise, odor, or 
excessive traffic 
is generated 

0.50 

25 ft. 
20 ft. 

8 ft. 

60% 

1 1/2/unit 

Floor area ratio=total floor area/lot area Impervious surface ratio=area covered by buildings and paving/lot area 



Requirement 

Classes of uses permitted 
By Right 

By Exception 

Classes of uses prohibited 

Minimum Lot Size 

Minimum Setback 
Front 
Rear 
Side 

Maximum Lot Coverage 

Off-street Parking Required 

M-H

RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 

A-C

Mobile Homes 

Non-commercial 
recreational facil
ities & clubs 

Any commerci a 1 
or industrial use 
except home-based 
business where no 
noise, odor, or 
excessive traffic 
is generated 

Individual lot -
5,000 sq.ft. 
Mobile home park-
3,500 single wide 
4,500 double wide 

15 ft. 
10 ft. 
8 ft. 

60% 

1 1/2/unit 

Single-family 
Agriculture & Forestry 

Schoo 1 s 
Churches 
Non-commercial 
recreational facil
ities & clubs 

Mobile homes 
Any commercial 
or industrial use 
except home-based 
business where no 
noise, odor, or 
excessive traffic 
is generated 

3 acres 

30 ft. 
10 ft. 
10 ft. 

5% 

2/unit 

Note: 
Floor area ratio=total floor area/lot area Impervious surface ratio=area covered by buildings and paving/lot area 



COMMERCIAL AND MANU Jr·CJRING DISTRICTS 

Requirement 

Classes of facilities permitted 

C-1

Retail trade 
Personal services 
Professional svcs. 
Entertainment 

Classes of facilities prohibited Service stations · 
Auto repair shops 
Auto sales & service 

Prior approval of development plans 
by Planning Commission required before 
property developed or altered. required 

Minimum setback 
Front none 
Rear 20 ft. 
Side none 

Maximum lot coverage 80% 

Minimum lot area 2,500 sq.ft. 

Floor area ratio 1.6 

Impervious surface ratio 1.0 

Off street parking required 
(Per 200 sq.ft. of gross area) 
(Per worker-manufacturing only) 

1.0 

C-2

Reta i1 trade
Personal services 
Professional svcs. 
Entertainment 

Service Stations 
Auto repair shops 
Auto Sales & Service 

required-

25 ft. 
20 ft. 
none 

60% 

2,500 sq.ft. 

0.6 

0.8 

2.0 

M-1

Manufacturing 
Assembly 
Processing 
Warehousing 
Wholesaling 
Service Stations 

required 

30 

30 

20 

25% 

1 acre 

0.25 

0.8 

.5 

Off street loading area required yes yes yes 

Buffer or visual screening required 
if adjoining any residential use yes yes yes, required for all 

junkjards-regardles� 
of adjoining distric� 

Note: 
Floor area ratio=total floor area/lot area Impervious surface ratio=area covered by buildings and paving/lot area 



Requirement 

Classes cif fa�flities permitted 
By Right 

By Exception 

Classes of facilities prohibited 

Prior approval of development plans 
by Planning Commission required before 
property developed or altered. 

Minimum setback from major highway ROW 

DEV ELOPI') ,1bISTRICTS

D-D

Retail trade 

Personal services 
Professional svcs. 
Entertainment 
Service stations 
Auto sales & service 
Light Manufacturing 
Assembly 
Warehousing 
Wholesaling 
Performance Residential 

Heavy Manufacturing 
Processing 
Auto Repair Shops 
Mobile Home Parks &

Su bdi vis ions 

Junk & Salvage Yards 

Required 

All except residential uses 50 ft. 
Residential uses (Note:a landscaped 200 ft. 
entryway up to 100 ft. wide may abut ROW) 

Off street parking required 
Non Residential 

(Per 200 sq.ft. of gross area) 1.0 
(Per worker-manufacturing only) 0.5 

Residential 2.0 

Off street loading area required yes 

Buffer or visual screening required 
if adjoining any residential district yes 
Note: 

R-D

Performance Residential 

Individual homes not part 
of a platted subdivision 

Mobile Home Parks &

Subdivisions 

Any Commercial or industrial 
use except home-based business 
where no noise, odor, or excessive 
traffic is generated 

Required 

N/A 
50 ft. 

2.0 

N/A 

N/A 

�nn� ��o� ��+in=+n+�l ¥1nn� ��o::i/1n+ ::lW'IO::l Tn1nn..-.,,.;.t"l.11l'fl � •• ..,..s: ... ,,.,.. ..,.....,...,.; ,_ _____ --·•---� L .. _ L--�, ..I:! .- -· -



�:\ND USE/MAXIMUM PERFORMANCE 
;TAN DAROS 

\GRICUL TURE 
Gross density (dwelling units/acre) 
Impervious surface ratio 
Landscape requirements 
Height, inhabited 
Height, uninhabited 

:JERFORMANCE SUBDIVISION 
Gross density 
Impervious surface ratio 
Landscaping requirements 
Height 
Maximum lot coverage 

OFFICE/COMMERCIAL 
Impervious surface ratio 
floor area ratio 
Landscaping requirements 
Average daily trips/acre 
Height 
Hours of operation 
Off street parking/200 sq. ft. gross area 

LIGHT INDUSTRY 
Impervious· surface ratio 
Floor area ratio 
Landscape requirements 
Average daily trips/acre 
Height 
Hours of operation 
Off street parking/worker 

HEAVY INDUSTRY 
Impervious surface ratio 
floor area ratio 
Landscape requirements 
Average daily trips/acre 
Height 
Hours of operation 
Off street parking/worker 

LAND USE INTE.._.:J14y CLASS ST AND ARDS 
FOR O-D AND R-D DISTRICTS 

0.33 
0. 75
R
35' 
BO' 

II 

3.00 
0.35 
R 
30'

0.25 

III 

12.00 
0.50 
R 
30'

0.40 

CLASS 
IV 

25.00 
0.80 
C 
30'

0. 70

V 

0.50 
0.50 
0 
200 
30' 
7am-9pm 
1.0 

VI 

0.80 
1.00 
C 
500 
50' 
24 hours 
2.0 

0.60 
0.60 
I 
400 
50 
7am-l lpm 
0.5 

VII 

0.80 
1.60 
H 
500 
30' 
24 hours 
0.5 



LANDSCAPE CATEGORY 

Number of Landscaping 
Units Required (per 
300 ft. of building 
perimeter or 10 
dwelling units 

Canopy Trees 
Minimum size: 10 feet 

Understory Trees 
Minimum size: 6 feet 

Shrubs 
Minimum size: 18 inch es 

Landscaped Bufferyard 
Required 

Abutting any Residential 
Use. 

Abutting Any Office or 
Commercial Use 

Abutting any Industrial 
Use 

LANDSCAPE REQIREMENTS FOR 0-0 AND R-0 DISTRICTS 

R 0 C I H 

5 5· 3 2 1 

5 5 3 2 1 

10 15 25 15 10 

N/A 10 feet 10 feet 15 feet 2 0 feet 

10 feet N/A N/A 10 feet 1 O feet . 

20 feet 10 feet 10 feet N/ A N/A 

Note: These are only miminum requirements designed for residential developments and commercial 
uses. Residential developments should use the prescribed number of landscaping units (plants) per 
10 dwelling units while other uses should use the prescribed number of landscaping units per 300 
feet of building perimeter. When figuring requirements for less than 10 residential units or 300 
feet of building perimeter, use a proportional figure and round up, but never less than one in any 
case. (i.e-.· A c om me rcial building wi th 1 50 feet of perimeter wil 1 require 2 canopy trees, 2 
understory trees, and 13 shrubs.) 



ARTICLE IX. TRANSITION ZONES 

901. ESTAB LISHMENT OF ZONES.
-- w h e n e V e r t he-b O un d a r y O f a r e s i d e n t i a 1 d i s t r i C t ( R -1 , R -2 ,
R-3, M-H, R-D or D- D (residential)) is contiguous with the
bound a r y of a bu s i n es s o r i n dust r i a 1 di st r i ct, there i s here by
established a transition zone extending into the residential
district for one hundred (100) feet at the street line, provided,
how�ver, such transition zone shall not extend across any public
street.

902. REGULATIONS.
Within such transition zones all the regulations of the R-2

districts shall apply, and in addition, public parking lots shall 
be permitted. 

ARTICLE X. SUPPLEMENTARY USE REGULATIONS 

1001. FLOOD HAZARD AREAS. 
No bu ildin g or portion thereof which  is designed for 

dwelling use or as a place of public ass emb ly shall be erected or 
altered for such uses within a flood hazard area unless evidence 
that flood hazard insurance has been o btained is presented to the 
Municipal Building Inspector. 

1002. PROTECTION STANDARDS. 
The following standards of protection shal 1 govern all uses. 

1002.1. Noise. 
There-shaTT be no production by any use of noise which 

at any boundary of the lot is in excess of the average 
intensity of street and traffic noise at the boundary. 
1002.2. Heat, Glare, and Vibration. 

There shall be no eiiiTss1on by any use of objectionable 
heat, glare, or vibration which is perceptible beyond any 
boundary of the lot on which the use is located. 
1002.3. Dust, Dirt, Odors, Gases, Smoke, and Radiation. 

T h e r e-s h a 1 1 b e n O em l s s l O n by a n y u s e � d u s t , d i r t , 
odors, gases, smoke, or radiation which is in any obnoxious 
or dangerous amount or degree beyond any boundary of the lot 
on which the use is located. 
1002.4. Hazard. 

T h e r eslia11 n o t b e c r e a t e d o r m a i n t a i n e d by a n y u s e a n y 
unusual f ire, explosion, or s afety ha zard be yond the 
boundary of the lot on which the use is located. 
1002.5. Wastes. No materials or wastes shall be stored in 
such a ma nner that they may be transferred off the lot by 
natural forces or causes. 

1003. SATELLITE DISHES AND RECEIVERS 
A 1 1 s a t e 1 ·1 i t e d i s h e"sa n d r e c e 1 v e r s s ha 1 l b e 1 o ca t e d w i t h i n 

the prescribed rear yard, in a location not readily visible from 
the street. 



ARTICLE XI . SUPPLEMENTARY AREA REGULATIONS 

1101. SMALL L OTS. 
W h e re-a1 o t h a s a n a r e a 1 e s s t h a n t h e a r e a r e q u i r e d u n d e r 

this ordinance, and was a lot of record of the effective date of 
this ordinance, such lot, if used for residential purposes, shall 
only be used for a single-family dwelling. 

1102. REDUCED L OT AREA . 
No lot shall"Teso reduced in area that any required yard 

will be smaller than prescribed for the district in which such 
lot is located. 

1103. VISIBIL ITY AT INTERSECTIONS. 
N o f e n c e , w a l 1-,- h e d g e , o r o t h e r s t r u c t u r e o r .p 1 a n t i n g m o r e

than three (3) feet in height shal 1 be errected, placed or 
maintained on a corner lot in a residential district within the 
triangular area formed by the intersecting street lines and a 
straight line joining such street lines at points which are 
thirty (30) feet distant from the point of intersection, measured 
along such street lines. 

1104. POR CHES. 
An y e n c 1 o·s e do r u n e n c 1 o s e d po r ch s ha 1 1 b e c o n s i d e red a pa rt 

of the building in the determination of the size of any yard and 
shall not project into any required front, side, or rear yard. 

1105. PROJECTING ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES. 
The s p ace in any required ya r d  shall be open and 

unobstructed except for the ordinary projections of window sills, 
belt courses, cornices, eaves, bay windows and other 
architectural features, provided such features shall not project 
more than two (2) feet into any required yard. 

1106. FIRE ESCAPES. 
Open fire escapes may extend into any required yard not more 

than three and one-half (3 1/2) feet. 

1107. FUTURE STREET L INES. 
Front yard depth and, 1n the case of corner lots,_side yard 

width shall be measured from the future street right-of-way line 
where such Jine has been established to define a mapped street. 

1108. CARPORT. 
For the purpose of this ordinance, a carport shall be 

defined as a roof extension from the d wel ling portion of the 
bu ilding used exclusively for the s helter of chattels. Such 
carport may project in a required front, side, or rear yard a 
di stance not to exceed five (5) feet, provided such carport shall 
be no closer than fi ve (5) feet to the side property line and 
further provided that no building may have such projection into 
more than one required side yard. 



ARTICLE XII. SIGNS. 

1201. GENERAL PROVISIONS. 
The following regulations shall apply to signs in all districts: 

1201.1 Al 1 signs shall be located at least ten (10) feet 
beliTnd the public right-of-way • 

.!1_01.2 No sign shal l  be less than ten (lO)'feet above any 
sidewalk or pedestrian thoroughfare, or less than sixteen 
(16) feet above any public driveway, alley, or street.

1201.3 No sign shall be located within twe nty five (25) 
feet of any street and/or railway intersection. 

1201.4 No sign shall use the wo rds, "stop", "danger", 
lfgo-ir-;-" s lo w" or any other wor d which ap prox imates or 
imitates any traffic direction or control sign. 

1201.5 No sign may have any flashing or intermittent red, 
green, blue, or amber illumination. 

1201.6 No sign shall be errected, relocated, or maintained 
so a s to pr eve n t free i n gr es s from a ny door, w i n do w , or f i re 
escape . 

1201. 7 No sign, ex cept for non-illuminated temporary real 
estate, po litical, or constructio n signs not exceeding 
thirty -t wo square f eet shal 1 be errected without a permit 
from the Municipal Building Inspector. 

1201.8 An y sign maintai ned in u nsafe or unsightly 
condltl On, s ha 1 1 upon n O ti Ce fr Om the Bu il ding Ins pe C tor' be 
put in a safe, s·ecure condition, or removed. 

1202 . SIGNS IN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS . 
E X C e p t for t em p O r a r y s i g n s a s d e SC r i b e d i n II 1 2 0 1. 7" a b O V e , 

signs identifying a subdivision or housing development, and for 
signs of no more than four (4) square feet identifying home 
occupations, no signs shall be placed or errected on a R-1, R-2, 
R-3, R-D, or D-D residential lot. 

ARTICLE XIII. NON-CONFORMITIES 

1301. INTENT 
Within the di stricts e stablished by this ordinance or 

amendments that may later be adopted, there exist 
(a) lots,
(b) structures
(c) uses of land and structures, and
(d ) characteristics of use 

w h i c h w e r e 1 a w f u 1 b e f o r e t h i s o r d i n a n c e w· a s p a s s e d o r a m e n d e d , 
but which would be prohibited, regulated, or restricted under the
terms of this ordi nance or future ame ndme nt. It is the intent of 



this ordinance to permit these non-conformities to continue until 
they are removed, but not to encourage their survival. It is 
further the intent of this ordinance that non-conformities shall 
not be enlarged upon, expanded or extended, nor be used as 
grounds for adding other structures or uses prohibited elsewhere 
in the same district. 

Non-conforming uses are declared by this ordinance to be 
incompatible with permitted uses in the districts involved. A 
non-conforming use of a structure, a non-conforming use of land, 
or a non-conforming use of structure and land in combination 
shall not be e xtended or enlarged after passage of this 
ordinance, with the exception that a nonconforming residential 
use may be enlarged by up to 25% of the original habitable area 
pfovided that al 1 other requirements of the district are met. 
Further, attachment on a building or premises of additional signs 
intended to be seen from off the premises, or addition of other 
uses, of a nature which would be prohibited generally in the 
distict involved are specifically prohibited. 

To avoid undue hardship, nothing in this ordinance shall be 
deemed to require a change in the plans, construction, or 
designated use of any building on wh ich a building permit has 
been issued by the Town of Midland City or for which actual 
construction wa s law f ul ly begun prior to the effective date of 
adoption or amendment of this ordinance and upon which actual 
building construction h as been carried on diligently. Actual 
construction is here by defined to includ e  the placing of 
construction ma terials in permanent pos ition and fastened in a 
permanent manner. Where excavation or demolition or removal of 
an existing building has been substantially begun prepatory to 
rebuilding, such excavation or demolition or removal shall be 
deemed to be actual construction, pr ovided that work shal 1 be 
carried on diligently. 

1302. NON-CONFORMING LOTS OF RECORD 

I n a n y d i s t r i c t , n wh i c h s i n g 1 e -f a m i 1 y d w e 1 1 i n g s a r e 
permitted, a single-family dwelling and customary accessory 
buildings ma y be  errected on any single lot of record a t  the 
effective date of adoption or amendment of this ordinance, 
notwithstanding l i mi tat ions imposed by other provisions of this 
ordinance. Such lot must be in separate ownership and not of 
continuous frontage with other lots in the same ownership. This 
provision shall apply even though such lot fails to meet the 
requirements for area or width, or both, that are generally 
applicable in the district, provided tha t yard dimensions and 
requirements other than those applying to area or width, or both, 
of ·the lot shall conform to the regulations for the district in 
which such lot is located. Variance of yard requirements shall 
be obtained only through action of the Board of Adjustment. 

If two or more lots or combinations of lots and portions of 
lots with continuous frontage with single ownership are of record 
at the time of passage or amendme nt of this ordinance, and if all 
or part of the lots do not meet the requirem�nts established for 
1 o t w i d t h a n d a r e a , t h e 1 a n d s i n v o 1 v e d s h a ·l 1 b e c o n s i d e r e d t o b e 
an undivided parcel for the purposes of this ordinance, and no 



portion of said parcel shall be used or so ld in a manner which 
diminishes co mpliance with lot width and area requirements 
established by this ordinance, nor shal l  any division of any 
parcel be mad e which creates a lot with width or area below the 
requirements stated in this ordinance. 

13 03. 
ONL YJ 

NON-CONFORMING USES ..Q...E LAND ill LAND WITH MINOR STRUCTURES 

Where at the time of passage of this ordinance, lawful use 
of land exists which would not be permitted by the regulations 
imposed by this ordinance, and wh ere such u se involves no 
individual structure with a replacement cost exceeding $1,000.00, 
the use may be continued so long as it remains otherwise lawful, 
provided: 

1303.1 No s·uch n on-conforming u se shall be enlarged or 
increased nor extended to occupy a greater area of land than 
was occupied at the effective date of adoption or amend ment 
of this ordinance; 

1303.2 No such non-conforming u se shal 1 be moved in who le 
or 1n part to any portion of the lot or parcel other than 
that occupied by such use at the effective date of adoption 
or amendment of this ordinance; 

1303.3 If any such non-conforming u se of land ceases for 
any reason for a period of more than 30 days, any subsequent 
use of such land shall conform to the regulations specified 
by this ordinance f or the district in which such land is 
located. 

1303.4 No additional structure n ot conforming to the 
requirements of t his ordinan ce  shall be erected in 
connection with such non-conforming use of land. 

1304. NON-CONFORMING STRUCTURES 
Where a law f ul structure exists at the effective date of 

adoption or amendment of this ordinance that could not be built 
under the terms of this ordinance by reason of restrictions on 
area, lot coverage, height, yards, its location on the lot, or 
other requirements concerning the structure, such structure may 
be continued so long as it remains otherwise lawful, subject to 
the following provisions: 

1304.1 No such non-conforming structure may be enlarged or 
altered in a way which increases its non-conformity, but any 
structure or portion thereof may be altered to decrease its 
non-conformity. 

1304.2 Shoul d such non-conforming structure or non
conforming portion of structure be destroyed by any means to 
an ext ent of more t han 50 per cent of its replacement cost 
at time of destruction, it shall not be reconstructed except 
in conformity with the provisions of this ordinance; 



1304.3 Should such structure be moved for any reason for 
any distance whatever, it shall thereafter conform to the 
regulations for the district in which it is located after it 
is moved . 

1305. NON- CON FORMING USES OF STRUCTURES OR OF STRUCTURES AND
PREMISES IN COMBINATION 

-- -

If lawful use involving individual structures wi th a 
replacement cost of $1,00 0.00 or more, or structure and premises 
in combination, exists at the effective date of adop tion or 
amendment of this or dinance, that would not be allowed in the 
district under terms of this ordinance, the law ful use may be 
continued so long as· it remains other wise lawful, subject to the 
following provisions: 

1305.1 No existing structure devoted to a use not permitted 
by this or dinance in the district in which ft is located 
s ha 1 1 b e e n 1 a r g e d, ext ended, cons tr u c t ed, rec on st r u c t  ed , 
moved, or structurally altered except in changing the use of 
the struc ture to a use permitted in the di strict in which it 
is located; 

1305.2 Any non-conforming use may be extended throughout 
any par ts of a building which were manifest ly arranged or 
designed for such use at the time of adop tion or ame ndment 
of this or dinance, but no such use shall be extended to 
occupy any land outside such building; 

1305.3 Any structure, or structure and land in combination, 
1n or on which a non-conformi ng u se is superseded by a 
permitted use shall thereafter conform to the regulations 
for the di strict, and the non-conforming use may not 
thereafter be resumed; 

1305.4 Wh e n  a non-conforming use of a struc ture, or 
str U C t U r e a n d p r e m i S e S i n C O m b i n a t i O n , i ,S d i S C O n t i n U e d O r 
adandoned for six consecutive months or for 18 months during 
any three-year period (except when government action impeded 
access to the premises), the struc ture or structure and 
premises in combination, shall not thereafter be used except 
in conformity with the regulations of the district in which 
it is located; 

1305. 5 Whe n  non-conforming use status ap p lies to a 
str U c t U r e a n d p r e m i S e S i n C O m b i n a t i O n , r e m O V a 1 0 r

destruc tion of the structure shal l eliminate the non
conforming status of the land. Destruction for the purpose 
of this subsection is defined as damage to an extent of more 
than 5 0  per cent of the replacement cost at the time of 
destruction. 



1306. REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE 

On any non-conform1ng structure or portion of a structure 
containing a non-conforming use, work may be done in any period 
of 12 consecut ive mo n.ths on ordinary repairs, or on repair or 
replacement of non-bearing walls, fixtures, wiring, or plumbing, 
to an ext ent not exceeding 10 per cent of the current replacement 
cost of the non-conforming structure or non-conforming portion of 
the structure as the case may be, provided that the cubic content 
existing when it  became non-conforming shall not be increased 
w ith the exception that a nonconformi ng residential use may be 
enlarged by up to 25% of the original habitable area provided 
that all other requirements of the district are met. 

If a non-conforming structure or portion of a structure 
conta ining a non-conformi ng u se becomes physically unsafe or 
unlawful due to lack of repairs and maintenance, and is declared 
by any duly au thorized of ficial to be unsafe or unlawful by 
reason of physical condi tion, it shall be restored to a safe 
condition or rebu ild in conformi ty wi th the regulations of the 
district in which it is located. 

1307. USES UNDER SPECIAL EXCEPTION PROVISIONS NOT NON-CONFORMING 

USES 

-- Any u se w h i ch i s p erm i t t e d a s a s p e c i a 1 exception i n a 
district under the terms of this ordinance shall not be deemed a 
non-conformi ng use in such di.strict, bu t shall without further 
action be considered a conforming use. 

1308. CESSATION. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this ordinance, any 
junk yard existing in any district other than an M-1 District on 
the effective date of this ordinance shal 1, after three (3) years 
from such date, conform to all buffer and screening requirements 
or shall be discontinued. 

ARTICLE XIV. DEFINITIONS 

For the purpose of this ordinance, certain terms or words u sed 
herein shall be interpret ed as follows: 

Words used in ·the present t ense i nclude the f uture. 
The singular number includes the plural. 
The word person includes a f irm, association, organization, 
partnership, trust, co mpany, or corporation as well as an 
individual. 
The word "shall" i s  mandatory. 
The word "may" is permissive. 
The word "u sed" or "occupied" a s  appli ed to any land or 
building shall be construed to include the words "intended, 
arranged or designed to be used or occupied". 
The word "lot" includes the words "plot" or "parcel". 



ACCESSORY USE OR STRUCTURE A use or structure, on the same lot 
w i t h , � n d <>f a- n a t u r e 1 n C i d e n t a 1 a n d s u b O r d i n a t e t O , t h e 
principal use or structure. 

ALTERATION Shall be interpreted to mean any of the following: 
A. Any addition to the height or depth of a building or
structure,
B. Any ch an g e i n the 1 o cation of a ny ext er i or w a 1 1 s of a
building or structure,

C. Any increase in the i nter1or accommodations of a
building or structure,
D. Any repair, renovation, remodeling, or rebuilding at a
cost in excess of fifty {50%) per cent of its value prior to 
the commencement of such repairs, renovation, remodeling, or
rebuilding.

AMENDMENT Any change in the boundaries of a zoning district, or 
change 1n designation of an area from one district to another 
(rezoning). Amendme nts are initiated through the Planning 
Commission and must be passed by the Town Council. 

APARTMENT HOUSE A building wh ich is u sed as a residence for 
five (5) or more families living in separate dwelling units. 

AUTOMOBILE FILLING & SERVICE STATION Any place of business 
having pumps and storage tanks,whose primary business is the 
retail sale of fuel for motor vehicles; and where minor repairs, 
services and inspections may b e  carried out and rendered 
incidental to the sale of such fuels and oils. Uses permissible 
at a filling station do not include major mechanical and body 
work, straightening of body parts, painting, welding, storage of 
automobiles not in operating condition, or other work involving 
noise, glare, fumes, smoke, or other characteristics to an extent 
greater than normally found in filling stations. A filling 
station is not a repair garage nor a body shop. 

BUFFER STRIP OR VISUAL SCREEN A structure or device, maintained
1n sound and attractive condition at all times put in place for
the purpose of concealing certain business and industrial areas
from view of residential areas. A buffer shall consist of:

A. Decorative wall: a continuous nonperforated wall not
less than six (6) n or more than eight (8) feet in height,
constructed of masonry or other appropriate material with a
life expectancy of not less than ten (10) years.
B. Ve getati ve or landscaped: a landscaped area not less
than ten (10) feet in width consisting of at least one row
of decorative or ornamental trees or shrubs, suited to the
clima te and soils of Midland City, Alabama designed and
placed to render the screen at least eighty (80%) per cent
opaque fr om the ground to n ot less than six ( 6) feet in
height within a period of five (5) years after such screen
is provided.



BUILDABLE AREA The portion of a lot remaining after required 
yards have been provided. 

DWELL ING UNIT A building or portion of a building used as the 
T1v1ng quarters for one familiy, with independent kitchen and 
sleeping facilities for the exclusive use of the one family. 

A. One-family. A detached residential dwelling unit other
than a mobile home designed for and occupied by one family
only .
B. Two-to-four family. A de tached residential buil ding
containing two (2) to four (4) separate dwelling units
designed for and occupied by two to four families wi th the
number of families in residence not exceeding the number of
dwelling units provided.
C. Multi-family. A residential buil ding containing five 
( 5 ) o r m o r e s e ·p a r a t e d w e 1 1 i n g u n i t s d e s i g n e d f o r a n d 
occupied b y  five o r  more families wi th the number of 
families in residence not exceeding the number of dwelling 
units provided. 

EXCEPTION A review and permitting process to determine whether 
an allowab le land use which has a special i mpact on the 
surrounding environment that cannot be determined in advance of 
the use being proposed in a certain location is necessary or 
d esirab le in the interest of p ub lic convenience or will 
contribute to the welfare of the area or the Town of Midland 
City. Exceptions must be approved by the Board of Adjustment. 

FAMILY One or more persons occup ying a single dwelling unit, 
provided that un less a ll members are related b y  b lood or 
marriage, no such family shall contain o ver five persons, but 
further provided that domestic servants employed on the premises 
may be housed on the premises without being counted as a family 
or families. 

FLOOD HAZARD AREA Any area shown on the flood hazard map s  as 
be i n g 1 o cat e d w itn i n the bound a r i es of fl o o di n g under reg u 1 a tor y 
flood conditions (100 year frequency flood). 

HOME OCCUPATION A use conducted entirely within a dwelling and 
carried on so lely by the inhabitant(s) thereof, using no more 
than twen t y-five (25%) per cent of the total floor area, which 
use is clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the 
structure f o r d we 1 1 i n g p u r.p o s es a n d do es not - ch a n g e the outs i de 
appearance or character thereof, and in wh ich any s igns 
advertising said home occupation are limited to one (1) sign not 
o ver four (4) square feet in area, non-il luminated, and mounted 
flat against the wall of the principal building. 

ILLEGAL NONCONFORMING BUILDING OR USE Any structure or use 
err e ct e d , a 1 t ere a--c>r�e rat i n g outs i d efh e prov i s ions of a prior 
zoning ordinance. 



JUNKYARD Any land or structure used for a salvaging operation 
including bu t no t limited to the storage and sale of waste paper, 
rags, scrap metal, and discarded ma terials, or the collection, 
dismantlement, storage, or  salvage of two (2) or more unlicensed, 
inoperative vehicles. 

LIVING QUARTERS Housing providing facili ties for sleeping and 
bathing. 

LOT A parcel or plot of land of at least sufficient size to meet 
�. . . minimum zoning requ1rements for use, coverage, and area, and to 
provide such yards and o ther open spaces as are herein required. 
Such lot shall have frontage on an improved public street, or on 
an approved private street, and may consist of: 

a. A single lot of record.
b. A portion of a lot of record.
c. A combination of complete lots of record, of complete
lots of record and portions of lots of record, or portions
of lots of record;
d. A parcel of land described by metes and bounds;

provided that in no case of division or combination shall any 
residual lot or p arcel be created wh ich does not meet the 
requirements of this ordinance. 

MAJOR THOROUGHFARE Any portion of U.S. Highway 231, or State 
Highway 134. 

MOBILE HOME A detached residential dwelling unit designed for 
t r a n S p O rtaT i O n a f t e r fa b r i C a t i O n O n S t r e e t S O r h i g h W a y S O n i t S
own wheels or on flatbed or other trailers, and arriving at the 
site where it is to be occupied as a dwelling complete and ready 
for occupancy except for minor and incidental unp acking and 
assembly operations, location on jacks or other temporary or 
permanent foundations, connections to utilities, and the like. A 
travel trailer is not to be considered as a mobile home. 

MOBILE HOME PARK Any site or lot priva_tely or publicly o wned 
u po n w h ich-t w o ( 2 ) o r mo r e mo b i 1 e ho m e s u s e d f o r 1 i v i n g , ea ti n g ,
or sleep ing quarters are, or are intended to be located; such
establishments being open and designated to the public as places
where residential accommo dations are available whether operated
with or without compensation.

PARKING SPACE The spac e  necessary to park an automo bile. Not 
less than an area nine (9) feet wide and e ighteen (18) feet long 
shall be provided for each parking space, and all parking spaces 
provi ded wi th necessary lanes and maneuvering areas. For 
purposes of computation, an off-street parking space with 
necessary access and maneuvering ro om may be estimated at 300 
square feet. 



SEMI-PUBLIC BUILDINGS Structures for the u se of a group, the 
membershfp-ofwn1TI-1s open to the p ublic, such as churches, 
YMCA's, YWC A's, Salvation Army, orp hanages, humane societies, 
private welfare organizations, nonprofit lodges and fraternal 
orders, hospitals, Red Cross, and other charitable institutions. 

STRUCTURE Anything constructed or erected which requires 
location on the ground or attached to something having a location 
on the ground, including among other things, signs, billboards, 
fences and walls, bu t not including telephone poles; overhead 
wires, retairiing walls or terraces. 

TRAVEL TRAILER A vehicular portable structure designed as a 
temporary dwelling unit for travel, recreation, and vacation uses 
whic h  is i dentified on the unit by  the manufacturer as a 
"camper", "travel trailer", or "motor home", is not more than 
eight (8) feet in body width and does not exceed forty (40) feet 
in length. 

USE The purpose for which land or a building or other structure 
rs-designed , arranged or intended, or for which it is or may be 
occupied or maintained . 

VARIANCE A relaxation of the terms (i.e. setback, lot size, 
�. etc.) of the zoning ordinance where such variance is shown by the 

applicant not to be contrary to the public interest and where, 
due to conditions peculiar to the property, and not the result of 
the actions of the applicant, to enfo rce the letter of the law 
would result in undue hardship. 

YARD A requ ired open space left open , unoccupied and 
unobstructed by structures from the ground up to the sky. Yards 
are measured from the wall of the structure to the property line, 
unless an overhang exceeds thirty (30) inches, in which case, the 
yard shall be measured from the overhang plus 30 inches. 

A. FRONT YARD The yard extending the full width of the
lot situated between the street line and the front line of
the building, including covered porches. On corner lots,
the narrower side shall be considered the front.
B. REAR YARD The yard extending the full width of the lot
situated between the rear line of the lot and the rear line
of the building, excluding accessory structures.
c. S IDE YARD The yard extending along the side lot line
from the front yard to the rear yard between the main
structure, excluding accessory structures and the side lot
1 in e.



ARTICLE XV. ZONING ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

1501. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS. 

T h 1 s o r d i n a n c e s ·11a1 1 b e a d m 1nT s t e r e d a n d e n f o r c e d by t h e 
Zoning Enforcement Officer and the Town Clerk. 

1502. DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE ZONING ENFORCEMENT OFFICER. 
The - Zoning Enforc ement Officer sha1 l be the Municipal 

Building Inspector. The Zoning Enforcement Officer is authorized 
and empowered on behalf and in the name of the Town Council to 
admi nister and enforce the provisions of this Ordinance to 
include: 

A. Receiving applications.
B. Inspecting premises.
C. Issuing Certificat es of Zoni ng Comp liance an d
Certificates of Occupancy for uses and structures which are 
in conformance with the provisions of this ordinance. 

1502.1 Permits and Certificates. 
Permfts and Certificates-sliaTl be issued in accordance with 

the following provisions: 

15 O 2. 1 • 1 _Ce r t i f i ca t e p_f. �2.!!...!J!..[ _£� m p 1 i a n c e. 
Tne Zonin g Enforcement Off1cer shall issue a 

Certificate of Zoning Compliance in conjunction with the 
Buil d i n g  Permi t require d f o r  a n y permit t ed use, 
cons truction, or s truc tural alt eration provi ded such 
proposed us e of the land or s tructure, or structural 
alteration is in conformance with the provisions of this 
Ordinance. 

An application for a Certificate of Zoning Compliance 
shall be acco mpa nied by a plat or plan showing the 
d i me n s i on s o f the l o t to be bu i 1 t u po n a n d the s hap e , s i z e , 
and location of the proposed building, structure, or use to 
be pl aced thereon, together with such other information as 
the Zoning Enforcement Officer may deem necessary to enforce 
properly the provisions of this Ordi nance. No building or 
structure shall be erected or altered unless the Municipal 
Building Inspector has first issued a Building Permit and 
Certificate of Zoning Compliance therefor. 

If the plat or plan d escribes work which does not 
conform to the requirements of this Ordinance, the Zoning 
Enforcement Office� shall not issue a Certificate of Zoning 
Complaince or Building Permit. The application shall be 
returned, along wi th a signed refusal stating the reasons 
for refus a l ,  and citing applicable portions of this 
Ordinance with which the work application does not comply .  

A Gerti ficate of Zoning Compliance shall automatically 
expire six {6) mo nths from the date of issuance if the 
applicant has not begun the construction, alteration, or use 
for which the permi t was issued, or if the work authorized 
is suspended or discontinued for one {1) year. 



The Certificate of Zoning Compli ance and Building 
Permi t shall be conspicuously posted on the premises 
described in the permit during the period of construction, 
or alteration. 

1502.1.2 C�rtificate of Occu.e_ancy. 
A Cert1 ficate of Occupancy is required in advance of 

o ccupancy of use o f  a bu i lding here a fter errected; a
building hereafter altered so as to in any way change
exterior dimensions; or a change of type of occupancy or use 
of any building on premises.
A Certifica te of O c cupancy shall not be issued unless the
proposed use and confi g ur a ti on conforms with the
requirements of this Ordinance for the district in which it
is located.

1503. DUTIES OF THE TOWN CLERK UNDER THIS ORDINANCE. 

N O b u s 1 n e s s O r O C C u p a t i O n a r rr C e n s e s h a 11 b e i s s u e d by t h e 
Town Clerk for any pur pose except in co mpliance wi th the 
provisions of this Ordinance. 

1504. INTERPRETATION OF ORDINANCE. 

In thefr fnterpretation and application, the prov1s1ons of 
this Ordinance shall be held to be minimum requirements adopted 
for the promotion of the public he alt h, safe ty, or general 
welfare. Wherever the r equirements of this Ordinance impose a 
grea ter restriction upon the use of a building or land than 
impose d by o ther Ordinances, rules, or reg u l a tions, the 
provisions of this Ordinance shall govern. 

ARTICLE XVI. AMENDMENTS 

1601. AMENDMENT POLICY. 
----- --------

1601.1 REASON FOR AMENDMENT. 
----- ----- ---

This Ordinance, including the Zoning Map, is based upon 
comprehensive planning studies and is intended to carry out the 
objective of a sound, s table and desirable development of the 
Town. It is recognized that casual change or amendment to the 
Ordinance wo ul d be de trim ental to the a c hi evem ent of the 
obj e c t i v e , a n d i t i s the ref o re de cl a r e d to be the pub l i c po l i c y 
to am end this Ordinance only when one or more of the following 
conditions preva il: 

1601.1.1 Error . There is a manifest error in the Ordinance. 

l�Q!�!� l�� l� f�dl�lons. Mat�ri ally changed or changing
condi tions in a particular area, or 1 n the Town generally, 
make a change in the Ordinance necessary and desirable. 



1601.1.3 Increase in Need for Sites for Business or 
II.r�iir� I n C r e a s e d O r 1 n C r e a s i n g n e e d s f O r bu s i n e s s O r 
1ndustr1al sites, i n  addition to sites that are available, 
make i t  nec essary and desirable to re-zone an area or to 
extend the boundaries of an existing district. 

1601.1.4 Subdivision of Land. The subdivision or imminent 
subdivision or open la-net into urban building sites makes re
classification necessary and desirable . 

1602. LIMITATIONS ON PROPOSED AMENDMENTS. 
Alf proposed amendments to this Ordinance shall be subject 

to the following limitations: 

1603. 

1602.1 Minimum Sizes for New Districts. The Town may at 
TTscf1scret1on, rezone districts of any size if mimimum 
setba cks, lot size s and all other requirements are 
fulfilled, however, recommended minimum areas for new 
districts are as follows: A proposed new residential (R-1, 
R-2, R-3, T-H, or M-H) or industrial district shall contain
at least three (3) acres of gross a rea. A proposed new C-2
district shall contain at least one (1) acre of gross area.

1602. 2 Need for Uses. No amendment creating a commercial 
or 1ndustri al district shall be adopted unless there is a 
clear and d emonstrated need in the a rea for those uses 
permitted in the proposed district. 

AMENDMENT PROC EDURE. 

1603.1 BY WHO M  INITIA T E D. A mendments to this 
0 rd i nan·ce-m a y -b-y 1nrtl a fecf-by-:fi,e-T own Co u n c i 1 on its own 
motion or by the Planning Commission; amendments may also 
be initiated by any person, firm or corporation by filing a 
wr i tt en a pplicati on for amendment with the Planning 
Commission. The cost of publication, errection of notices, 
and any i nc i dental e xp enses related to an amendment 
application shall be borne by the applicant. 

1603.2 AMENDMENT APPLICATION. An application for amendment 
t O fh1 s Or d1 n a n C e shaTl C O n t a i n a t 1 e a s t t h e f O 1 1 0 w i n g : 

.l 6 O 3 • 2 • 1 I n t e r e s _t a n d O _w n e r s h i £.!._ T h e a p p 1 i c a n t I s n a m e , 
add r e s s , a n d i n t e r e s t i n th e a p p 1 i c a t i o n , a n d t h e n a m e , 
address, and interest of every person, firm, or corporation 
represented by the applicant in the application, the name of 
the owner or owners of the entire land areas to be included 
within the proposed district, the owner or owners of all 
structures then existing thereon and all encumbrances of 
such land area and structures, and additionally, sufficient 
evidence to establish that the applicants have the right of 
possession to the land area and structures and intend 
actually to develop the designated a rea; and the names and 
addresses of al 1 owners of adjacent property. 



1603.2.2 Plot Plan. If the pr oposed amendment would 
requlre a changeTn the Zoning Map, a plot plan at a minimum 
seal e of one hundred (100) feet to one inch, completed by a 
licensed surveyor showing the land area affected, easements 
bounding and intersecting the designated area, the location 
of existing and proposed structures with supporting open 
f a c i l i t i e s , a l 1 s u r r o u n d i n g z o n i n g , c u r r .e n t a n d p r o p o s e d 
rezoning of the designated area, a vicinity map showing the 
exa ct loca tion o f  the pr op erty , and a wr i tten leg a l  
description. 

160 3.2.3 Development Schedule. The t ime schedule for the 
oeg1nn1ng and completion of the development planned by the 
applicant in the area; if the development is planned i.n 
stages, the time schedule shall indicate the successive 
stages and the development planned for each stage. 

1603.3 ADMINISTRATIVE EXAMINATION. 
-- Upon receipt of an appl1 cat1on for amendment with all 
required informa tion, the Zoning Enforcement Officer shall 
examine the application and shall make such investigation as is 
necessa ry . Wi thin t hirty (30) days of the receipt of an 
application, the Zoning Enforcement Officer shall transmit the 
application, together with his/her report and recommen�ation to 
the Planning Commission. 

1603.4 PUBLIC HE ARING BY PLANNING COMMISSION. 
The PiannTng CommTssfon shall fTx a reasona.ble time for a 

public hearing and shall give public notice thereof, as required 
by law, as well as notice to the applicant; and shall post a 
not i c e of such h ea r i n g o n the pr op e r ty 1 n c 1 u de d w 1 th i n the

proposed district. The notice shall be at a minimum eight (8) 
square fee·t, and the cost of the placement shall be borne by the 
applicant. If it deems necessary, the Commission may also notify 
the owners of the surrounding pr operty by ma il. The Commission 
shall prepare a record of its proceedings for each case showing 
the grounds of its recommendation. The record of the proceedings 

shall be filed in the office of the Town Clerk, and shall be a 
public record; a certified copy of the record of pr oceedings 
shall be transmitted to the Town Council. 

1603.5 LEGISLATIVE DISPOSITION. 
T h e To-wn-Counc i r-s1ia11 e X a m i n e a 1 1 s u C h a p p 1 i C a t i O n s a n d 

reports submitted to it and shall take such further action as it 
deems necessary and d esirable. Before enacting any amendment, 
the Town Council shall hold a public hearing thereon and shall 
give public notice thereof, as required by law. 

1603.5.1 Conditions. If an application for an amendment to 
the Zoning--Map contains representation that a specified area 
will be developed in accordance w ith a given plan and t ime 
schedule, and i f  the area is re-zoned substantially as 
proposed in the application, the Town Council shall fix 
conditions in the amendment so as to require performance of 
the <level opment in accordance with such plan and time 



schedule. Such conditions, amo ng other things, shal l 
provide that, upon failure to develop the area within the 
specified time and in accordance with the conditions fixed, 
no permit for the construction of any structures within the 
area shall be issued until the area has been examined and 
zoned or re-zoned for its most appropriate use. Conditions 
fixed in amendments relating to re-zoning shall run with the 
lan d in the area invo lve d  an d sha ll ·be bin ding upon
applicants for amendments, their heirs, successors, and
assigns·.

1603.5.2 Reconsideration No land for which an application 
f O r r e - C 1 assT11 Ca t 1 0 n ha s be e n d e n i e d by the TO w n CO u n C i 1 
shal l be considered again by the Planning Commission or the 
T own Counci l for the same classification for at least six 

. months from the date such application was denied.

ARTICLE XV I I. �Q��Q Qf ADJUSTMENT. 

1701. ESTABLISHMENT. 
A Board of A�justment is hereby established. 

1702. MEMBERSHIP . 
The Board of Adjustment shal l consist of five regular 

members amd two alternate members appointed by the Town Council, 
each to serve fo r a staggered term of u p  to three (3) years. 
Vaca n c i es o cc u r i n g i n s u ch Bo a r d s h a 1 .. 1 b e f i 1 1 e d i n a 1 i k e 
manner. Vacancies for the unexpired term of any member shall be 
filled for such unexpired term on ly. Members of the Board of 
Adjustment shal l be citizens not holding any other public office, 
except that one member may also be a member of the Town Planning 
Commission. 

1703. RULES. 
---The-Board of Adjustment shal l adopt rules in accordance with 
the provisions of this Ordinance an d shal l  choose its own 
Chairman, and in his/her absence, an Acting Chairman. Such 
Chairman or Acting Chairman may administer oaths and compel the 
attendance of witnesses. 

1704. MEETINGS. 
Meetings of the Board of Adjustment shal l be held at the 

call of the Chairman and at such other times as the Board may 
determine. Mee tings of the Board shal 1 be open to the pub lic, 
an d the minutes of the proceedings, showing the vote of each 
member on every question, shall be kept; if any member is absent 
or fails to vot e, the minutes shal l in dicate such fact. Pub lic 
notice shall be give n at least one week in advance of all 
meetings of the Board of Adjustment. 



1705. DECISIONS. 
The concurring vote of four (4) members of the Board shal 1 

be nesessary to reverse any order, requirement, decision, or 
determination of any administrative official or to decide in 
favor of the applicant on any matter u pon which it is required to 
pass under the provisions of this Ordinance. 

1706. POWERS OF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT. 
----T h · e B o a r d o f A d j u s t m e n t s 11 a 11 h a v e t h e f o l l o w i n g p o w e r s

which shall be exercised in accordanc e with the rules stated 
herein: 

1706.1 REVIEW. 
The Board of Adjustment shal 1 hear and decide appeals where 

it is a lledg e d  there is error in any order, requ irement, 
decision, or determina tion made by an administrative official 
charged with the enforcement of the regulations established by 
this Ordinance. 

1706.2 EXCEPTIONS. 
The Board shall hear and decide only such special exceptions 

as the Board of Adjustment is specifically authorized to pass on 
by the terms of this Ordinance; to decide such questions as are 
involved in determining whether speci al exceptions should be 
granted; and to grant special exceptions with such conditions and 
safeguards as are appropriate under this Ordinance, or to deny 
special exceptions when not in h armo ny wi th the purpose and 
intent of this Ordinance. A special exception shall not be 
granted by the Board of Adjustment unless and until: 

1 70 6. 2. 4 Th e Bo a rd of Adj us t men t sh a 1 l make a f i n ding that 
1t is em powered under the section of this Ordinance 
descfibed to gran t the special exception, and that the 
granting of the special exception wil 1 not adversely affect 
the public interest. 

1706.2.5 Be fore any special exception may be· granted, the 
Boardmay prescribe appropriate conditions and safeguards to 
insure that satisfactory provision and arrangement has been 
made concerning the following, where applicable and any 
other criteria deemed necessary: 

1706.2.5.1 Ingress and egress to property and proposed 
structures thereon wit h  particular reference to 
automo tive a nd pedestrian safety and convenience, 
traffic flow and control, and access in case of fire or 
catastrophe; 

1706.2.5.2 Off-street parking and 1 oadi ng areas where 
required, with particular attention to the items in 
1706.2.5.1 above and the economic, noise, glare, or 
odor effects of the special exception on adjoining 
properties and properties generally in the district; 



1706.2.5.3 
referen ce 
above; 

Refuse and service areas, with particular 
to the items in 1 706.2.5.l and 1706.2.5.2 

1706.2.5.4 Utilities, with reference to locations, 
availabillty, and compatibility; 

1 706.2.5.5 Sc reening and bu ffe ring with reference to 
type-,-dTmensions, and character; 

1 706.2.5.6 Signs, if any, and propo sed exterior 
TTgfiTTng--w i t h r e f e r e n C e t O g 1 a r e , t r a f f i C s a f e t y , 
e conomic e ffect, and compatibility and harmony with 
properties in the district; 

1706. 2.5. 7 Required yards and other open space; 

1706.2.5.8 General co mpati bility with adjacent 
properties and other property in the district. 

1706.3 VARIANCES. 
T�e Board shafl have the power in to grant variances, where 

there are serious practi cal difficulties or unnecess�ry hardships 
in the way o f  carry ing out the s tric t letter of these 

regulations. The Board may vary or modify the application of the 
terms of this Ordinance insuring, however, that the spirit of the 
ordinan ce shall be o bserved, public healt h ,  safety and welfare 
secured , a nd substanti al justice done. 

1706.3.1 No variance shall be granted unless the Board of 
Acf Ju s t m e n t f i n d s t h a t t h e a p pl i c a n t h a s p r o v e d b e yo n d 
reasonable doubt: 

1706.3.1.1 That there a re exceptional conditions 
applicable to the property involved or to the intended 
use of the property, that do not apply generally to the 
p r o p e r t y o r c l a s s o f u s e s i n ·t h e s a m e d i s t r i c t , a n d 

1706.3.1.2 That literal interpretation of the 
pr O vTs ions O f t h i s O r d i n a n C e w O u 1 d d e p r i V e t h e 
applicant of rights enjoyed by other properties in the 
same district under the terms of this Ordinance; 

1706.3.1.3 That the granting of such variance wil l 
not be materially detrimental to the public welfare or 
injur ious t o  the property or im provements in the 
district in which the property is located, and 

17 0 6.3 .1.4 That the s p e c ia l  co n d it ion s a nd 
cir cumstan ces do not result fr om the actions of the 
applicant; 



1706.3. 1.5 That granting the variance requested will 
not confer on the applicant any special privilege that 
is denied by this Ordinance to other lands, structures, 
or buildings in the same district. 

1706.3.2 No non-conforming u se of neighboring 1 ands, 
structures, or buildings in the same district, and no permitt ed 
or non-conforming use of lands, structures, or buildings in other 
districts shall be considered grounds for the issuance of a 
variance. 

1706.3.3 In granting any variance, the Board of Adjustment 
may prescribe ap prop r iate conditions and safeguards, in 
conformity with this Ordinance. Violation of such conditions and 
safeguard, when made a part of the terms under which the variance 
is granted, shall be deemed a violation of this Ordinance and 
punishable under Article XIX of this Ordinance. 

1706.3.4 Under n o  circu ms t ances shall the Board of 
Adjustment grant a variance to allow a use not permissible under 
the terms of this Ordinance in the district involved, or any use 
expressly or by implication prohibit ed by the terms of this 
ordinance in said district. 

110_7. PROCEDURE FOR REg_UESTING A HEARING BEFORE THE BOARD OF 
ADJUSTMENT. 

Applicants for a hearing before the Board for Administrative 
Review, Special Except ion, or a Variance, shall observe the 
following procedures: 

1707.1 Bl..Q.U_EST IN WRITING 
Request for Hearing before the Board of Adjustment for 

review, exception, or variance shall be submitted in writing to 
the Zoning Enforcement Officer and the Board of Adjustment. The 
request shall specify the grounds of the administrative appeal or 
request for ex ception or variance. The Zoning Enforcement 
Officer shall t ransmit fort h with t o  the Board all papers 
constituting the record pertaining to the property in question. 

1707. 2 HEARING. 

1707.2.1 The Board of Adjustme nt shal 1 fix a reasonable 
t ime for the public hearing of the request. Any party may 
appear in person, or by agent or attorney; 

1707.2.2 Not ice shall be given at least 15 days in advance 
of public hearing. The owner of t he property for which 
special exception is sought or his agen t shall be notified 
by ma il. Notice of such hearings shal 1 be posted on the 
property for which the appeal, variance or special exception 
is sought, at the Town Hal 1, and in one other public place 
at least 15 days prior to the public hearing. 



1707.3 APPEAL FROM DECISION OF T HE BOARD. 
Any person o r  persons, or any board, taxpayer, department, 

board, or bureau of the Town aggrieved by any decision of the 
Board of Adjustment may seek review by a court of record of such 
decision in the manne r provided by the laws of the State and 
partiuclarly by Title 37 Alabama Code. 

ARTICLE XVIII. SEPARABI LITY 

Shau l d any article or provi sion of this Ordinance be 
declared by an y c ourt of co mpete n t  j urisdiction to be 
unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the 
validity of the Ordinance as a whole or any part thereof other 
than the part so declared to be unconstitutional or invalid. 

ARTICLE XIX . VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES 

Any person violating or neglecting o r  refusing to comply 
with any provision of this Ordinance shall, upon conviction 
thereof be fined one hundred ($100) dollars or imprisoned for not 
more than 30 days or both, and in addition shall pay all costs 
and expenses involved in the case. Each day s uch violation 
continues shall constitute a separate offense. 

ARTICLE XX. REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH 

Any and all Ordinances of the Town of Midland City, whether 
void or va lid i n  part or in w ho le, in confl ict with this 
Ordinance are he re by repealed to the extent necessary to give 
this Ordinance full force and e ffect. This Ordinance shall 
become effect i v e on Oct. 6, 1988 

ARTICLE XXI . NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING . 

In order to co mp 1 y w i th . the prov i s i o n s of ARTICLE 78 6- 79 9 of 
the Alabama Code, notice is hereby given, by publication of this 
Ordinance in its entirety as hereinafter provided that the 
Planning Co mmission will meet in the Council Chambers in the Town 
of Mid 1 and City on _Jl.1!!.�s!�..?.-�u_B�st 18, 1988 for t h_e p u r�os e of
holding a public hearing on the provisions of this Ordinance. 
When all public comments are received and any necessary changes 
made, the Plann ing Corn mission shall re comme nd to the Mayor and 
Town Counc i 1 tha t this Ordinance be pass ed. The Mayor and Town 
Co u n c i l w i 1 l m e et o n Tuesday, Sept. 6, 1988 ___ i n t he Co u n c i 1 
Chambers in the Town of Midland CTty, Alabama, for the purpose of 
conducting a public hearing in relation to the provisions of this 
Ordinance and at the time and place provided for in this article, 
all interested parties, and citizens, shall have an opportunity 
to make objection s to any of the provisions of this Ordinance and 
to be heard thereon. This Ordinance shall be published one time 
at least fifteen (15) days prior to the time of the first hearing 



APPENDIX I 
CHART OF USES PERMITTED 

T h e u s e s p e r m i t. t e d i n e a c h o f t h e t y p e s o f d i s t r i c t s a r e 1 i s t e d i n t h i s c h a rt a s f o 11 o w s : 
E = Use Permitted by Exception R = Use Permitted by Right 

Name of Use A-C R-1 R-2 R-3 R-D M-H C-1 C-2 M-1 D-D

Airport and/or crop dusting service 

ALL LIGHT MANUFACURING AND ASSEMBLY 

ALL HEAVY MANUFACTURING OR PROCESSING 

ex c e p t a.s o t he r w i s e n o t e d h e r e i n 

ALL RETAIL SALES, AND PERSONAL OR PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES, except as otherwise noted herein 

ALL WHOLESALING AND WAREHOUSING, except as 
otherwise noted herein 

Ambulance Service 

Amusement, Commercial, indoor; gymnasium, 
billiards and bowling alley 

Amusement, Commercial, outdoor; miniature 
golf course, golf driving range, archery 
range, go- cart. track @ 

Apartment House or Complex 

Art Gallery or Museum 

Auditorium 

Automobile & Truck Maintenance or Body Shop 
& Garages 

@ = need not be enclosed within a structure 

E 

E E 

R R 

E 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

E 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

E 

R 

R 

R 

E 

R 

E 

R 

E 

R 

R 

E 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

E 



Name of Use A-C R-1 R-2 R-3 R- D M-H C-1 C-2 M-1 D- D

Automof>ile & Truck Sales & Service; but 
not inc luding com mercial wrecking, 
dismantling, or auto salvage yard @ R R 

Automobile Filling & Service Station R R 

Au tomo bile Storage (com mercial, not including 
truck storage) @ R R R 

Automobile Wrecking, Dismantling or Salvage; 
must be enclosed within an opaque fence not 
1 es s than six ( 6) feet in height and adequate 
to obstruct view, noise, and passage of persons E 

Bank, Credit Union or Savings Institution 
without drive-up service R R R 

Bank, Credit Union or Savings Institution 
with drive-up service R R 

Boarding House E E 

Butane and other Li q·u i fi ed Petroleum 
Prod·uc ts Storage and Sales @ E E 

Carnival or circus, as a temporary use on 
permit issued by  the Zoning Enforcement 
Officer @ E E E 

Cemetery @ E E E E E E E 

Church, including parish house, community 
house and educational buildings E E E E E E E 

Clinic, Dental or Medical R R R 

Club or Lodge, private E E E E R R R 

@ = need not be enclosed within a structure 



Name· of Use A-C R-1 R-2 R-3 R-0 M-H C-1 C-2 M-1 D-0

College or Univ�rsity______ __ E 

Contractor's Storage Yard; must be enclosed 
within a wall or fence of at least six {6) 
feet adequate to obstruct passage of persons @ 

Correctional , Detention or Penal 
Institution 

Dog Pound or Shelter @ 

Dwelling - One family 

Dwelling - Two-to-four family 

Dwelling - Five or more families 

Electric Power Generating Station 

Electric Substation; must be enclosed within 
a wall at least ten (10) feet high and 
adequate to obstruct view, noise, and 
passage of persons @ 

Electric Substation; must be encl·osed within 
a chain link fence adequate to prevent 
the passage of persons @ 

Explosives, Fireworks, and Gunpowder 
Manu factureand/orStorage 

Fairgrounds, Baseball Park and Stadium, or 
Armory @ 

Farming and Truck Gardening @ 

Fire Station 

@ = need not be enclosed within a structure 

E 

E 

R 

R 

E 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R R 

E 

R 

R R 

R R 

R 

E 

R 

R 

E 

E 

R 

E 

R 

E 

R 

R 

R 

R 

E 

R 

R 



Fire Station 
Name of Use 

Flea Market - must be enclosed within 
structure 

Fruit & Vegetable Stand (seasonal) 
only as a temporary use on permit 
issued by the Zoning Enforcement Officer 

Fr e i g h-t D e p o t , 

Funeral Home, 

Rail or Truck 

Mortuary, or Undertaking 
Establishment 

Furniture Repair and Upholstering 

Garage Apartment, only one per lot, not to 
exceed eight hundred (800) sq.ft. in gross 
floor area, and meeting any aditional 
conditions and safeguards to insure 
adequate light, air, safety, and protection 
of adjacent properties 

Garbag� Dumping @

Gas Regulator Station 

Golf Course, not including commercial 
miniature golf courses or commercial 
driving ranges @

Gymnasuim, Commercial 

Hatchery, Poultry 

Heavy Manufacturing & Processing 

Home Occupation 

@ = need not be enclosed within a structure 
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Name of Use 

Hospital or Sanitaruim 

Hotel, Mote 1 , for transient occupancy 
except that not more than one-third 
of gross floor area may be used for 
apartments for permanant occupancy 

Institution for Children 

Junk Yard, including storage, baling 
or sale of rags, paper, iron, or 
junk; must be enclosed within an 
opaque fence at least 6 feet high @ 

Laboratory 

Laboratory, Dent a 1 or Medical 

Library or Reading Room 

Light Manufacturing & Assembly 

Liquor· Store or Lounge; far 
consumption on or off premises 

Livestock and Pou 1 try Raising; includes 

Lumber Ya rd and Building Materials 

Marine (boat sales) Store 

Meat Slaughtering and/or Packing 

Mobile Home Parks & Subdivisions 

Nursery, Day Ca r e ·o r Ki n d e r g a rt e n 

@

dairy @

@ = need not be enclosed within a structure 
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Name of Use A-C R-1 R-2 R-3 R- D M-H C-1 C-2 M-1 D- D

Nursing Home and Home for the Aged R R R R R R 

Outdoor General Ad vertising Sign @ R R R R R 

Park or Playground (public) including 
recreation center @ R R R R R R R 

Passenger Depot, Railway or Bus R R R 

Personal or Professional Services R R R 

Petroleum and Petroleum Products, Storage 
and Distribution R E 

Petroleum and Petroleum Products, 
Manufacturing, Processing, or Storage E E 

Pipe Storage @ R R 

Pipe Line or Electrical Transmission Line @ E E E E E E E E E E 

Poultry (live) Storage and/or Dressing R E 

Radio and Television Broadcasting 
Transmitter, including Studio E R R R 

Railroad Facilities @ R E 

Railroad Right-of-way, but not including 
shop yards, and team tracks @ R R 

Restaurant R R R 

Restaurant, Drive-.in R R 

Retail Sales R R R 

@ = need not be enclosed within a structure 



Name of Use A-C R-1 R-2 R-3 R-D M-H C-1 C-2 M-1 D-D

RevivaT�Cfiiif�fi�(temporary); as a 
temporary use on permit from Zoning 
Enforcement Officer, not to exceed 
two ( 2 ) weeks E E E E E E E 

Riding Academy @ R 

Sand and Gravei Storage Yard @ R 

Sawmill or Planning Mill R E 

School, elementary and/or secondary 
meeting all requirements of the 
compulsory education laws of the 
state E E E E E E 

Sewage Disposal Plant R 

Stockyards E 

Stone Monument Sales, Retail @ R R 

Tannery, including curing of hides E 

Tar Distillation or Manufacture E 

Theater, indoor R R R 

Theater, outdoor @ R R 

Tire Store R R 

Town Houses, attached or detached R 

Tr a i1 er. Park E R E 

@ = need not be enclosed within a structure 



Name of Use A-C R-1 R-2 R-3 R-D M-H C-1 C-2 M-1 D- D

Transit Vehicle Storage and Servicing R E 

Trade School E E E 

Truck Storage (commercial) @ R E 

Video Tape Sales or Rental R R R 

Water Storage E E E E R R E 

Wood Preserving by Creosote or other 
impregnation treatment E E 

Wholesaling and Warehousing R R 

YMCA, YWCA, and Similiar Institutions R R R R R 

@ = need not be enclosed within a structure 



PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

The Town of Mi d_l and City will hold two public hearings to 
provide an opportunity for the public to learn about and comment 
upon the Town's Proposed Zoning Ordinance. These hearings will 
be held at the times and places below and all interested citizens 
are invited to at tend. 

PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING 

Thursday August 18, 1988 
Counci 1 Chambers 

6:00 p.m. 

TOWN COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING 

Tuesday, September 6, 1988 
Council Chambers 

6:00 p.m. 

Copies of the Proposed Zoning Ordi nance may be seen a t  the 
following locations: 

South Dale Senior Center 
U.S. Post Office 

The IGA Store 
Town Hall 

Copies of indivi dual pages of the proposed ordinance may be 
obtained at Town Hall. 




